
Biography

James R. Campbell, (Jim Campbell), was born in Troy, Alabama, 
in 1942. As a young boy, Jim was constantly drawing. His paternal 
grandfather, William Grace Campbell, was a  sign painter and taught 
him how to paint signs and encouraged him to continue the pursuit of 
art. Jim still uses the wonderful drawing board that his “ Papa” made 
for him with his own hands. Jim’s schoolmates in elementary school 
remember him as the student who was always drawing airplanes 
during class and providing sound eff ects to boot, much to the chagrin 
of the teacher at the front of the class.

He marveled at works of leading illustrators of the time like Norman 
Rockwell and others and dreamed of becoming an illustrator himself. 
After a four year stint in the Air Force and relocating to San Francisco, 
California, he became aware of the acclaimed Art Center College of 
Design in Los Angeles and proceeded to begin his studies there. After 
graduating cum laude with a degree in illustration in 1973, he was 
among a group of six graduates selected for a post graduate program 
to be taught by six of the top illustrators in the New York city market. 

These professionals imparting their unique wisdom basically, one on 
one with their graduate students, was an eye opening experience for 
Jim and prepared the group for their introduction into the commercial 
art world of New York. Jim was able to acquire an agent using the 
recommendations from his graduate teachers. Joe Mendola, Ltd. was 
the agency and  Jim became a new addition to their roster of talent. 
This opened up a fl ood of projects for him such as Time Magazine 
covers, book covers and monthly magazine story illustrations for most 
of the big magazines such as Ladies Home Journal, etc. He did many 
illustrations for The Reader’s Digest, and they still have his paintings in 
their private collections.

He also taught several years as an adjunct professor for Sacred Heart 
University in Bridgeport, Connecticut, before deciding to move back 
down south to his home town in Alabama.

In about 1992, he began a new career specializing in oil portraits while 
still doing an occasional commercial job for his agent in New York.



Over the Fence
24 x 32
$1,500

Jim Campbell

Mom’s Ginger Jar
22 x 28
$1,200

Jim Campbell



Apples and Grapes
8 x 10
$300

Jim Campbell

Rifle Range Road in Winter
8 x 24
$800

Jim Campbell

SOLD



Blue Reflections
16 x 20
$500

Jim Campbell

Eggplant with Pitcher
16 x 20
$700

Jim Campbell



Red Delicious
8 x 10 – $300
Jim Campbell

Loving
23 x 31 – $800
Jim Campbell



Over the Bridge and to the Square
16 x 20
$700

Jim Campbell

Bailing Hay in Union Springs
24 x 36
$1200

Jim Campbell



John Wayne

Print of painting of actor John Wayne done for 

Public Television, 1989

24 x 36   $500

Jim Campbell


